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April 7, 2017

The Honorable Darrell Issa

U.S. House of Representatives
2269 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Issa:

On behalf of more than 250,000 supporters and activists across the nation, the Center for
Individual Freedom (CFIF) writes in support of your introduction of the Performance Royalty
Owners of Music Opportunity to Earn (PROMOTE) Act of 2017, H.R. 1914.

Fairness dictates that musical artists and performers should possess the freedom to negotiate
performance rights with broadcasters playing their songs. Unfortunately, while current law
allows artists to mutually bargain with satellite, cable or internet stations, traditional terrestrial
radio remains immune under federal law from having to negotiate with artists to play their
songs. That deprives artists of their property rights, the fruits of their labor.

Your legislation would remedy that unfairness by allowing "performing artists to opt out of
having their music played on the radio if the performing artist is not being paid an agreed-upon
performance royalty." The PROMOTE Act advances fundamental concepts of fairness by
requiring consent prior to use of artists' creations, and will incentivize future innovation.

CFIF believes that property rights, including intellectual property (IP) rights for artists and
musicians, must be fiercely defended. America's foundation of strong IP protections, including
within the very text of the Constitution, has made us the most innovative, prosperous and
artistically productive nation in human history. The PROMOTE Act that you have introduced
accords with that tradition, and would benefit American consumers, creators and innovators.

CFIF therefore applauds your legislation and respectfully encourages other Members of
Congress to join you. Thank you very much for your leadership on this extremely important
matter.

Sincerely,

%

leffrey Mazzella
President



